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SUBJECT: JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR ON RECENT INTERNAL YEMENI DEVELOPMENTS 

1 SUMMARY: DURING MAY 12TH CONVERSATION JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR 
HAIDAR DESCRIBEA HIS RECENT MEETING WITH CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
PRESIDENT SHAIKH ABDULLAH AL-AHMAR NOTING THAT AL-AHMAR APPEARS 
TO HAVE ACQUIESCED TO HAMDI’S RECENT MILITARY PURGE; EXPRESSED 
DOUBT THAT LTC AHMED AL-SHAWARIB IN POSITION TO THREATEN HAMDI; 
REPORTED ON EARLIER MEETING WITH PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI; INDICATED 
THAT SOVIET INFLUENCE WITH YEMENI ARMY DIMINISHING. DESPITE 
OVER ZEALOUSNESS AND OCCASIONAL INDISCRETIONS, AMBASSADOR HAIDAR 
IS EFFECTIVE AND PERSUASIVE PLAYER ON THE LOCAL SCENE. HIS 
SHOESTRING OPERATION HERE DEMONSTRATES FACT THAT A LITTLE ASSISTANCE 
GOES A LONG WAY" IN YEMEN. END SUMMARY. 

2. PRIOR TO MAY 12 DINNER AND WHILE WAITING FOR YEMEN'S CHIEF 
OF STAFF AHMED GHASHMI (DETAILS BEING REPORTED IN SEPTEL) 

JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR MUSTAFA HAIDAR AND I HAD LONG CONVERSATION 
WHICH FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON RECENT INTERNAL YEMENI DEVELOPMENTS 
AS COVERED IN FOLLOWING PARAGRAPHS. 

3. MEETING WITH SAHIKH ABUDLLAH AL-AHMAR. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR 
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STATED THAT EARLIER SAME DAY, HE HAD MEETING WITH SHAIKH 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



AL-AHMAR, PRESIDENT OF THE CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY, SHORTLY 
AFTER LATTER'S RETURN FROM HIS SULKING PERIOD IN HIS HOME 
TOWN. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR STATED THAT AL-AHMAR APPEARS TO 
HAVE ACQUIESCED TO AL-HAMDI'S RECENT MOVES ELIMINATING THE ABU 
LUHUMS AND ABU SHAWARIB FROM THEIR MILITARY COMMANDS. AL-AHMAR, 
HOWEVER, CONTINUES TO BE UNHAPPY WITH THESE CHANGES PARTICULARLY 
WITH THE REMOVAL OF ABU SHAWARIB, HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW. AL-AHMAR 
KEPT REPEATING TO JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR THAT AL-HAMDI HAD 
CARRIED OUT A "COUP" (INQALAB) AGAINST HIS SENIOR SUBORDINATES. 
JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR SAID HE TRIED TO EXPLAIN TO AL-AHMAR THE 
NEED FOR CONTINUED COOPERATION BETWEEN AL-HAMDI AND AL-AHMAR THE 
FACE OF A COMMON THREAT. JORDANIAN AMBASSADORCOMMENTED HE WAS 
NOT SURE THAT AL-AHMAR FULLY APPRECIATES GRAVITY OF SITUATION 
BUT THAT INSPITE OF HIS OBTUSENESS AL-AHMAR APPARENTLY REALIZES 
HE CANNOT DO ANYTHING AT THIS TIME AGAINST HAMDI, "WHO IS GROWING 
STRONGER EVERY DAY". 

4. ABD SHAWARIB POSITION. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR SAID THAT HE 
HAD OBTAINED COPY OF TELEGRAM IN WHICH AL-SHAWARIB USED "FOUL 
LANGUAGE" GHASHMI AND WARNED HIM THAT HE (ABU SHAWARIB) 

WAS ON HIS WAY TO SANAA TO SHOW GHASHMI AND THE OTHERS WHO WAS 
REAL POWER IN YEMEN. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT THE TELEGRAM WAS 
ADDRESSED TO "GHASHAMERICAN". THE JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR 
COMMENTED THAT HE DOUBTED ABU SHAWARIB WAS IN A POSITION 
TO CARRY OUT HIS THREATS AGAINST GOVERNMENT AND ADDED THAT 
THE JORDANIAN MILITARY ADVISERS WERE IMPRESSED AT THE BROAD 
SUPPORT WHICH HAMDI IS RECEIVING WITHIN THE YEMENI ARMY 
AND EVEN FROM ABU SHAWARIB'S OLD UNIT, THE MAJD BRIGADE. 

5. MEETING WITH HAMDI. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR ALSO DESCRIBED HIS 
MEETING WITH PRESIDENT HAMDI THE PREVIOUS DAY IN WHICH INTER 
ALIA HE HAD ADVISED HAMDI TO FOLLOW KING HUSSEIN'S APPROACH 

TO GOVERNMENT BY INVOLVING HIMSELF IN THE DAY-TO-DAY 
OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY AND OF THE VARIOUS MINISTRIES. THE 
JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR SPECIFICALLY RECOMMENDED THAT HAMDI SPEND 
MORE TIME WITH THE TROOPS AND THE TRIBAL ELEMENTS BY LISTENING 
TO THEIR COMPLAINTS AND BY TRYING TO MEET THEIR MORE REASONABLE 
REQUESTS. AMBASSADOR HAIDAR SAID THAT HAMDI EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR THIS ADVICE AND INDICATED HE INTENDED TO 
MODEL HIMSELF AFTER KING HUSSEIN WHOM HE CALLED HIS 
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BROTHER AND TEACHER. HAMDI ALSO EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR ALL 
OF JORDAN'S ASSISTANCE TO THE YEMEN ARMY AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
JORDANIAN ADVISERS WOULD EVENTUALLY REPLACE ALL THE SOVIET 
ADVISERS. IN THIS REGARD HAMDI ALSO ASKED THAT LTCOL SALEM 
ABU ZAYD, HEAD OF THE JORDANIAN MILITARY MISSION, BE EXTENDED 
FOR ANOTHER YEAR. 

6. SOVIET INFLUENCE IN YEMEN ARMY. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR WAS 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



EXTREMELY PLEASED WITH WHAT HE SESCRIBED AS THE DIMINUTION OF 
SOVIET INFLUENCE IN YEMEN. HE OBSERVED THAT WHEN HE ARRIVED 
IN YEMEN A YEAR AGO THERE WERE 295 SUCH ADVISERS THROUGHOUT 
THE YEMENI MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, WHILE PRESENTLY THERE ARE 
ONLY 109. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR WAS CONVINCED THAT FIGURE WOULD 
DROP EVEN FURTHER IF YEMENIS COULD BE ASSURED THAT AMERICAN AND 
WESTERN MILITARY EQUIPMENT WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THEM. 

JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR SAID THAT SOVIET ADVISERS NOW HAVEBEEN EFFECTIVELY 

CLOSED OUT OF SUCH IMPORTANT AREAS AS THE GHQ, QUARTERMASTERS 
AND SIGNAL CORPS. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR STATED HIS GOAL IS THE 
COMPLETE ELIMINATION OF THE SOVIETS FROM THE YEMEN ARMY. 

7. COMMENT: DESPITE AN OVER-ZEALOUS AND OCCASIONALLY INDISCREET 
MODUS OPERANDI, AMBASSADOR HAIDAR HAS PROVEN TO BE AN EFFECTIVE 
AND PERSUASIVE PLAYER ON THE LOCAL SCENE. HE HAS CERTAINLY 
BEEN HELPFUL TO ME BY PROVIDING ME WITH USEFUL INFO AT CRITICAL 
TIMES. MEAHWHILE, HE AND HIS ADVISERS HAVE WITHOUT A DOUBT GAINED 
THE CONFIDENCE OF YEMEN'S KEY MILITARY FIGURES, INCLUDING 
PRESIDENT HAMDI, AND HAVE DONE MUCH TO CONVINCE THE YEMENIS OF 
THE UTILITY TOCOOPERATE WITH THE PRO-WESTERN ARAB CAMP EVEN 
WHEN ASSISTANCE FROM THAT CAMP WAS SLOW IN COMING. ALTHOUGH 
JORDANIAN OPERATION IS REALLY A SHOE-STRING AFFAIR, IT DOES 
DEMONSTRATE THESIS THAT "A LITTLE GOES A LONG WAY IN YEMEN". 

IT ALSO SHOWS THE EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY WHICH WE AND OUR OTHER 
ARAB FRIENDS HAVE IN YEMEN AT THE PRESENT TIME IF WE AND THEY ARE 
QUICK TO FOLLOW THROUGH IN HELPING YEMEN MODERNIZE BOTH ITS 
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN SECTORS. 
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